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This is the application form for the internal VU P&A XS call 2026. This form has been modelled after the NWO XS application form. Applicants are strongly encouraged to review the aims and eligibility criteria aim of the NWO XS call and if eligible, submit a modified version also to NWO. 

What do you need to know to fill out this application form?

IMPORTANT: 
When writing your proposal, please take into account that it will be assessed by other applicants in the department of P&A at VU, so it is important to write the proposal with a wider audience in mind.

Please adhere to the following rules when filling out this application form:
· remove the examples and comments (in italic and blue) before converting the application to PDF and submitting it;
· the proposal may consist of 2 pages for the project proposal, including figures and tables, but excluding references.
· use the Calibri font at font size 9.5 (or equivalent) and do not change the margins (2 cm in either direction), line spacing (setting 1,15) or character spacing; This font size of 9.5 should also be used for captions of figures and for captions of tables. 
· start the description of the project proposal on a new page;

Submit the proposal as a single pdf file to: Karin Colvin k.s.colvin@vu.nl
Deadline: 31 Augustus 2026

Please do not password protect any files as this will hinder the processing. 

Proposal details
Title of the project: 			
Duration of the project (in months):	

Budget 
Please fill the budget form below. Do not exceed the 1 line clarification. The budget justification is a separate part and is thus not included in the table. The minimum budget you can request is 25,000 euro and the maximum budget is 100,000 euro. You can add or delete rows in the table if needed. This budget can be used e.g. for investments (equipment, consumables, software licenses, specialised computing equipment, and others) or for personnel (maximum 1 year postdoc). See the table below for monthly salary costs per scale for a postdoc. 

Note: a PhD who has submitted their thesis, but not yet defended will be hired in “aanloopschaal postdoc” 10.4. 
	Scale
	Amount

	10.4
	€ 6.600

	10.5
	€ 6.850

	10.6
	€ 7.100

	10.7
	€ 7.350

	10.8
	€ 7.600

	10.9
	€ 7.850

	10.10
	€ 8.050

	10.11
	€ 8.300

	10.12
	€ 8.550



	[bookmark: docstart]Type of costs
	Clarification
	Costs in euros

	Personnel
	Postdoc (10.5), 1FTE, 7 months
	€ 47.950

	Project related goods
	Lab disposables
	€ 5.000

	Travel
	Conference, travel and accommodation
	€ 1.500

	…
	…
	…

	Total requested
	
	€ 54.450



Budget justification (0/150)
Justify briefly how you came to this budget (max 150 words). If you only apply for material costs but personnel will be involved to carry out the project please elaborate on that in this section. 



Project proposal
Describe your plan and address everything you think is important. Carefully read the assessment guidelines, which are summarized below, and ensure that your proposal addresses those. 

Please start this part of your proposal on a new page; the description of your project proposal should fit on 2 pages, including figures and tables, excluding references.

Please note: the assessors who rank the applications will focus on the following, percentages are added to indicate the weight of each criterium:

1. Demonstrable added value to grant acquisition (75%) 
Explain how this proposal has demonstrable added value towards increasing the applicants external grant acquisition efforts. List the specific grants, funding calls, or other funding sources (e.g. companies, foundations, charities) that will be targeted, and explain how support from the Physics-XS grants will increase the likelihood of securing this funding.

2. Feasibility of the research plan (25%)
The objective, rationale, and work plan must be clearly described. Does the methodology seem appropriate to achieve the stated project objective? Is the schedule of the research plan appropriate and are the activities included in the schedule sufficiently clear? Can the project be implemented with the requested budget?

Proposals must be drawn up with a wide audience in mind, enabling assessors from the whole P&A department of the VU to properly evaluate the research plan and the above assessment aspects. The assessors may award a lower ranking to any proposal drawn up in a way that is not accessible to those in other disciplines in the department.
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