Info / guidelines for UT&VU teachers - concerning the ME BSc bachelor research assignment

For the assignment description just describe the following:
1. Assignment title:
1. Assignment description (in about 100 words):
1. Experimental equipment, test set-up, production data, available for the assignment (at UT / VU / company): 
1. Name of Company supervisor(s) and company (if applicable):
1. Name of UT / VU supervisor: 
1. Base location for the assignment: UT / VU / company’s location:
1. Can the assignment language be English (UT-standard) or is Dutch required:

The BSc research assignment:
Has a study load of 12 EC and should be conducted within a 12 weeks' time span.
Additionally, a societal embedding assignment is conducted, for UT this is (3 EC) and for UTVU (3.75 EC).
Approximately 1 EC is spent on the BSc conference and its preparation, and 2 to 3 EC on writing the paper. 
That would leave 225 – 250 hours doing the research work, including making a test-setup, etc.

General: 
The assignment must be a research assignment for which students write a research paper, but it can also be a research based design.
Preferable, the research assignment contains an experimental part where the student can gain some lab experience. This can also be at the companies’ locations and facilities that they have. Eventually, you might consider alternatives like literature research, or smaller experiments that involve less lab time.
The bachelor assignment should be well-prepared, such that the student does not loose time on creating a model, or building an experimental set-up, but can focus on the analysis and interpretation of results.
Where possible, 2 students will be placed on one assignment, so they can cooperate when doing the literature research and for example making a test set-up. They are allowed to hand in a joint research proposal, but in the end, an individual research paper has to be written. Students could for example work on a variation of the same research question or work on different sub-questions.
Remember that these are 3rd year students who are doing research for the first time. It is about experiencing the full research cycle, learning to formulate a research question, writing a proposal and a paper and also discovering that doing research can be fun and interesting. In some cases, a student will deliver an interesting paper that has added value for the research group or the company, but this cannot be expected from everyone. 
For assignments in collaboration with a company: 
Topics can be in the scope of the company’s primary business or in other areas. The assignment should be disconnected from the company’s operations to prevent planning-related issues for the student.
The UT/VU supervisor is the final responsible for grading the ‘final products’ being the research proposal and the research paper and is member of the graduation committee that grades the presentation and defense of the paper during the BSc conference. The company supervisor is advisor.
At the start of the preparational course part Academic & Research Skills, the students have an introduction meeting with the company and UT supervisor, to discuss the research question. Also to discuss is which tasks for the research assignment to do at the company and the time involved. It works supportively for the assignment if students can be some days a week at the company, but they can also work at another location.
An internship assignment agreement will be signed between the student, company, and university. This is to address issues like insurance, working hours, allowance. We provide a format to the student to identify arrangements for these aspects. 

