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Protocols for the Autoclave in room 03E26

Disposal of biologically/GMO contaminated solid and liquid waste
These instructions should be followed to prevent biological and GMO contamination of workspaces when transporting biohazardous waste to the autoclave located at 03E26.

· Biologically/GMO contaminated (MLI+MLII):
A. [bookmark: _Hlk119322197]Solid waste
1. Remove all liquid from solid waste (e.g.: by aspiration).
2. Place empty solid waste in the autoclavable bag in the blue bin with yellow lid.
· At all times the lid should be on the bin when not in use.
· Do not fully close the lid on the bin or it will not open again!
B. Liquid waste
1. Collect liquid waste in an autoclavable collection bottle.
· The liquid waste that is to be autoclaved should be free from any: Bleach, Toxic compounds, Halogenated solvents, Volatile solvents, Organic solvents. These should be discarded following the appropriate procedures for toxic waste.
C. [bookmark: _Hlk119323362]Lab coats 
1. Collect a maximum of 5 lab coats in an autoclave bag in the blue bin with yellow lid.
· Follow this procedure: Waste pick-up and transportation to 03E26: A. Solid waste. 
· Lab coats need to be autoclaved immediately or stored in your lab.
· After autoclaving lab coats can be put for washing.

· Waste pick-up and transportation to 03E26
A. Solid waste
1. Properly close autoclave waste bags when 80% full or less with autoclave tape and leave the bag in the blue bin with the yellow lid.
· Do not close the bag too tightly nor to loosely. 
· Check if bags are ruptured or have been punctured.
· Do not seal the blue bin or it will not open again!
2. Decontaminate the exterior of the blue bin by thoroughly wiping it with 70% Ethanol.
3. Transport blue bin with yellow lid (with the closed autoclave bag inside) to the autoclave room and temporarily store the blue bin with yellow lid (with the closed autoclave bag inside) next to the autoclave.
· Do not stack blue bins on top of each other to prevent the sealing of the lid on the blue bin.
· If you are working on a different floor, please don’t use the stairs, but use the elevator!
4. Take an empty blue bin with yellow lid to bring back to your lab.
5. Waste will be autoclaved by the lab technician indicated by the monthly schedule.
6. Place autoclaved solid waste in the “Autoclaved solid waste” container in 03E28.

B. Liquid waste
1. Transport closed collection bottle(s) to the autoclave room in small blue bin with yellow lid (decontaminate the exterior with 70% Ethanol before leaving the lab)
· If you are working on a different floor, please don’t use the stairs, but use the elevator!
2. Directly autoclave the bottles, otherwise please store them in your lab.
· Loosen the lids of all bottles directly before starting the autoclave run.  
3. Autoclaved liquid waste can be discarded down the drain.
· Be careful as items might still be hot!

Operating manual for autoclave Systec VX-150 (room 03E26)
This operating manual provides the instructions necessary to properly operate the autoclave located at 03E26. Please, follow these steps to exclude possible injuries that might arise from handling the equipment. Operation of the autoclave is only allowed if you got proper instructions by the technicians.

· Running an autoclave cycle
1. Turn on the autoclave by clicking the main switch on the right side of the door OR if it is running, but the display is turned off just press the “on” key.
2. Load the autoclave.
· Use gloves.
· Make sure the items are autoclavable!
· Do not overload the autoclave.
· Only use the wire mesh basket at the bottom when sterilizing reusable solids, e.g. tips, glass bottles, flasks etc.
· Use the steel bucket at the bottom for all other cycles.
3. Gently press the door shut until you hear the vacuum sound.
· Watch out for your fingers!
4. Select the desired autoclave cycle by scrolling with the “up” and “down” arrows to the desired cycle.
a) 1-Instruments: This cycle should be used only for solid items!
· Use two mesh buckets.
· Make sure the lids of all bottles are loose.
b) 4-Waste (Bags): This cycle should be used only for solid waste!
· Use the steel bucket at the bottom and the mesh bucket on top.
c) 6-Liquids Waste: This cycle should be used only for liquid waste!
· Use the steel bucket at the bottom and the mesh bucket on top.
· Make sure the lids of all bottles are loose.
· When sterilizing liquid waste, use a reference bottle filled with demi water. Put the temperature probe (PT) 1/3 in the reference bottle.
· Reference bottle should contain the same volume as the waste bottles
· Make sure that the temperature probe (PT) is not caught in the door.
d) 8-Liquids: This cycle should be used only for liquids! 
· Use the steel bucket at the bottom and the mesh bucket on top.
· Make sure the lids of all bottles are loose.
· When sterilizing liquids, use a reference bottle filled with demi water. Put the temperature probe (PT) 1/3 in the reference bottle.
· Reference bottle should contain the same volume as the waste bottles
· Make sure that the temperature probe (PT) is not caught in the door.
5. Once the desired cycle has been selected, start the run by pressing the “Start” key.
·  In case of the “1-Instruments” cycle, enter the code: 1000 using the “up” and “down” arrows to confirm that the batch contains no liquid and press the “Set” key to start the run.
6. Log each run on the program Systec ADS 4.26 (computer next to the autoclave) by filling in your name and a short description of the items being autoclaved.
7. Click on "Add new".
8. The computer will now start logging the run.
9. [bookmark: _Hlk119323445]After the run is finished, check the profile logged by the program to be correct and only then discard the waste. Place autoclaved solid waste in the “Autoclaved solid waste” container in 03E28. Autoclaved liquid waste can be discarded down the drain.
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