
Billion to Trillion: Scaling Financing for Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) through New Partnerships
Blended Finance Roundtable Series: Session 2
	Date & Time:
	27 June 2025, 3pm (Beijing time)

	Location:
	Lotus Hall 4, 3rd floor, Beijing Landmark Hotel

	Join Zoom Meeting:
	https://undp.zoom.us/j/87494285008?pwd=ZHarS26TfB0VhvvRIuM1BW4ppKl16c.1
Meeting ID: 874 9428 5008
Passcode: 067295



1. Background
Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) requires substantial financial resources. However, current investments in sustainable development fall significantly short of these requirements, creating a considerable gap, particularly for developing countries, currently in the order of more than $4 trillion per year[footnoteRef:2]. At the same time, official development assistance (ODA), as a critical source of funding for developing countries, in 2024 fell by 7.1% compared to 2023, the first decrease since 2017.[footnoteRef:3] Instead of a lack of capital (only 1% of global wealth would suffice to cover the SDGs annual financial gap), the issue lies in the current global financial system's inability to effectively channel funds into sustainable development investments. [2:  2024 World investment report. https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/wir2024_en.pdf]  [3:  https://www.oecd.org/en/about/news/press-releases/2025/04/official-development-assistance-2024-figures.html] 


Blended finance is increasingly recognized as part of the solution to tackle the urgent need for sustainable development cooperation and financing, leveraging a diverse set of sources. The aim is to use concessional capital (typically from public and philanthropic sources) to mobilize multiple times commercial capital for SDGs-related projects. Blended finance is thus a structuring approach that enables commercial investment in development opportunities, increasing availability of financing without increasing cost of capital, while addressing some risk-return challenges for commercial institutions. This approach helps increase the total resources available to developing countries to bridge SDGs financing gaps. To date, blended finance has mobilized approximately $249 billion in capital towards sustainable development in developing countries. Nearly 2/3 of blended finance investors come from the commercial sectors.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  https://www.convergence.finance/blended-finance] 


For the commercial sectors, engagement in sustainable development project through blended finance mechanisms presents a valuable opportunity to align social responsibility with investment returns. By utilizing concessional funds as first-loss capital from the public sector, the risks associated with projects traditionally deemed too high-risk or intricate are mitigated, enhancing their financial viability and operational feasibility. Commercial entities investing commercial capital into such projects contribute to alleviating the risk-return imbalance, while improving their environmental, social, and governance (ESG) performance. This not only highlights the commercial sectors' commitment to global sustainable development but also enhances its credibility and brand value among investors and the public.

In November 2024, UNDP China successfully convened the first Blended Finance Roundtable, bringing together experts within the public sectors. This second roundtable will focus on the role of the commercial sectors in blended finance. Discussions will center on the feasibility of commercial sector engagement in sustainable investments through different blended finance mechanisms, analyzing potential risks and barriers hindering commercial capital entry into sustainable sectors. Moreover, the roundtable will explore how to establish financing mechanisms that align with investment preferences of both public and commercial sectors. As commercial entities increasingly identify opportunities in sustainable investments, this roundtable will provide a collaborative platform to exchange insights and best practices, foster partnerships, and explore innovative financing mechanisms that cater to the needs of businesses and investors.

2. Objective and Format
Objectives:
(i) To share practical experiences and case studies in the field of blended finance from the perspective of commercial sectors, highlighting the current and future priorities, challenges, and objectives of international blended finance development;
(ii) To explore innovation opportunities in the operationalization of new partnerships, including with Chinese stakeholders;
(iii) To build and strengthen partnerships among public, private, and philanthropic sectors to enhance collaboration and coordination in blended finance initiatives.
Date & Time: 27 June 2025, 3pm (Beijing time)
Format: Half-day event, hybrid format (online and offline)
Location: Lotus Hall 4, 3rd floor, Beijing Landmark Hotel
Join Zoom Meeting: 
· https://undp.zoom.us/j/87494285008?pwd=ZHarS26TfB0VhvvRIuM1BW4ppKl16c.1
· Meeting ID: 874 9428 5008
· Passcode: 067295

3. Agenda ---- Updated 12 June, 11am 
Moderator: Ms. Violante di Canossa, Head of the Strategic Partnerships and Policy Team, UNDP China
	Beijing time
	Segment

	15.00-15.10
	Welcome Remarks

	
	· Ms. Beate Trankmann, UNDP Resident Representative in China (confirmed onsite)
· Mr. Peteris USTUBS, Director, Middle East, Asia and Pacific Directorate, DG International Partnerships (INTPA) (confirmed on site)

	15.10-15.45
	Keynote Speeches (approx. 10 min each): Existing best practices and lessons learned from mobilizing commercial capital through blended finance

	
	This section aims at sharing best practices and lessons learned from blended finance practical experience. Guiding questions are as follows:
i) What are the international best and applicable practices for mobilizing commercial capital?
ii) What are the China's experiences within blended finance area, and what lessons have been learned?
iii) In the context of both international and Chinese perspectives, what types of commercial capital are normally involved in blended finance mechanisms, and how do they function?

Speakers:
· Ms. Maria Barbara CHOJNACKA, Deputy Head of Unit, East Asia and the Pacific, DG International Partnerships (INTPA) (confirmed on site)
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK9]Mr. Ritesh Thakkar, Senior Advisor and Head of Asia Pacific, Convergence (Confirmed remotely)
· Mr. Ryno Byleveldt, Investment Portfolio Management Advisor, UNCDF (confirmed on site)

	15.45-16.45
	Panel Discussion: How to mobilize commercial capital at scale?

	
	This section aims at exploring entry points for different players and opportunities to successfully concretise and scale existing and new partnerships. Guiding questions are as follows:
i) What are the current mechanisms of blended finance and how do they harmonize concessional capital and commercial capital?
ii) What are the main interests and risks for commercial stakeholders in blended finance area?
iii) What is the role and value addition of national and multinational institutions (e.g., UNDP) to mobilize commercial capital at scale?

Speakers (TBC):
· Bank of China 
· CAD Fund / Industrial Securities
· Société Générale
· UNDP Uzbekistan 
· AFD 
· Ms. Shao Danqing, Researcher, The Macro and Green Finance Lab at National School of Development, Peking University (confirmed)

	16.45-17.00
	Q&A and Concluding Remarks

	
	· Ms. Violante di Canossa, Head of the Strategic Partnerships and Policy Team, UNDP China

	17.00-17.30
	Group Photo & Networking
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Annex-1 – List of institutions to be invited
Domestic stakeholders:
· People's Bank of China
· China International Development Cooperation Agency
· Chinese Academy of International Trade and Economic Cooperation under the Ministry of Commerce
· China Development Bank
· Export-Import Bank of China
· China Green Finance Committee
· China Africa Fund
· Silk and Road Fund
· Bank of China / Bank of Beijing
· China Industrial Bank/HSBC/Bank of Shanghai (or other commercial banks)
· CICC Fund (or other mutual funds)
· Industrial Securities
International stakeholders:
· European Commission
· World Bank
· Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
· Asian Development Bank
· International Finance Corporation
· European Investment Bank
· New Development Bank
· AFD
· GIZ
· Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency
· Multilateral Cooperation Center for Development Finance
· Convergence
· Standard Chartered Bank
· Societe Générale
· DWS
UN Agencies:
· United Nations Development Programme
· UN Women
· World Health Organization
· International Fund for Agricultural Development
· UN Capital Development Fund
Academia:
· Chinese Academy of Financial Inclusion at Renmin University of China
· The Macro and Green Finance Lab at the National School of Development, Peking University
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